
ATLANTIC GREY SEAL  MÔRLO LLWYD  HALICHOERUS GRYPUS 

 

Freepost RLXJ-HAHU-BCAK   Pembrokeshire Biodiversity Partnership, 
c/o Countryside Unit, Development Planning, 1B County Hall,  Haverfordwest, SA61 1TP  
Tel: 0790 154 1728  Fax: 01437 776496 www.biodiversitypembrokeshire.gov.uk 

FREEPOST 

Data source: Atlas of marine BAP habitats and
species and species of
conservation concern in
Wales 2002
Jon Moore

Pupping sites

Atlantic grey seals are one of Britain’s largest 
carnivorous mammals. Male bulls grow up to 2 

metres in length and weigh up to 230 kg, the female cows 
are smaller reaching 1.8 metres and weighing up to 150 kg.  
They appear awkward on land due to a thick duvet of blubber 
and fur coat, underwater however they move much more 
gracefully. 

Grey seals feed on a varied diet dominated by fish, but 
also eat squid and crab.  They disperse to feed in the open 
sea and coastal waters, some staying close to breeding sites 
whilst others travel long distances. 

Cows give birth to pups from August to November on 
undisturbed cobble/boulder beaches and in sea-caves along 
the Pembrokeshire coast and islands.   Pups feed 4-5 times 
a day on 60% fat milk, allowing them to gain 2kg per day and 
to treble their birth weight in 3 weeks.  If they survive the first 
year, bulls can live on average for 20 years and cows for 30 
years or longer.   

Ecology 
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UK and European law protects grey seals, and it 
is an offence to recklessly or intentionally disturb 
them. Grey seals are a feature of the 
Pembrokeshire Marine SAC (Special Area of 
Conservation) and certain intertidal SSSIs (Sites 
of Special Scientific Interest) in Pembrokeshire. 
They are monitored every year in the Skomer 
Marine Nature Reserve (MNR) and they are 
protected by a general disturbance byelaw within 
Skomer MNR.   Outdoor Charter Group members 
have adopted codes of conduct to ensure wildlife 
isn’t disturbed during their recreational activities.  
A voluntary Marine Code exists in Pembrokeshire 
aimed at minimising disturbance to grey seals at 
sea by boat operators many of which are WiSe 
accredited (an eco-tourism training and 
accreditation scheme).    

What’s being done? 

The population of grey seals 
in Pembrokeshire is thought 

to be stable although the following factors may cause changes in the 
future: 
• Entanglement in fishing gear, especially in bottom-set gill or tangle 

nets and other debris 
• Pollution eg oil spills and build-up of pollutants in body tissue. 
• Disturbance, from boating activity and people/dogs near haul-out and 

pupping sites.  
• Availability of prey -  Intensive fishing practices have resulted in a 

reduction of fish stocks. 
• Disease – grey seals are highly mobile and mix with grey seals from 

other areas so diseases could spread rapidly between populations. 

What might affect their survival?  

Grey seals can be seen around the 
Pembrokeshire coast and islands 

throughout the year.  During the pupping and breeding season (from 
August to November), the seals concentrate around breeding sites: 
Ramsey, north Pembrokeshire coast, Skomer, Skokholm, Marloes 
Peninsula and the Castlemartin Coast. During the winter bulls and cows 
come ashore for an annual moult and to rest.  The largest assemblies 
are found on remote beaches on offshore islands where 150-200 grey 
seals can be found on one beach. 

The West Wales breeding population is the largest in southern 
Britain, representing about 4% of the UK population and around 2% of 
the world population.  

Where in Pembrokeshire? 

Draft  

• Do not disturb adult grey seals or 
pups that you may see on a beach – 

to do so may be against the law.  If you see anyone recklessly 
disturbing seals try to get evidence and report it to the police.  

• Report any injured grey seals to the RSPCA immediately on 08705 
555999. Report any dead stranded grey seals to Marine 
Environmental Monitoring on 01348 875000 

•  Support Pembrokeshire’s Voluntary Marine Code to avoid disturbing 
wildlife on the water or choose a WiSe accredited boat operator for 
trips.Support the Pembrokeshire Outdoor Charter Certification. 

• Ask Countryside Council for Wales for a copy of ‘The Seals of Wales’ 
booklet or the Skomer Marine Nature Reserve Seal Watching leaflet 
for more information about grey seals. 

For more information on species identification, where to send records or 
how you can get involved with specific projects see part 2 of the plan or 
contact the Biodiversity Officer. 

What can you do to help? 
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Pupping sites

Morlo Llwyd yr Iwerydd yw un o famaliaid cigysol 
mwyaf Prydain.  Gall y morloi gwryw fod cymaint â 

2 fetr o hyd a phwyso hyd at 230kg; mae’r benywod yn llai o 
lawer - hyd at 1.8 metr a 150kg.  Maent yn disgwyl yn drwsgl ar 
y tir am fod gyda hwy orchudd trwchus o floneg a manflew; o 
dan y dŵr fodd bynnag maent yn llawer mwy gosgeiddig.Bydd 
morloi llwyd yn bwyta bwyd amrywiol, pysgod gan mwyaf, ond 
byddant yn bwyta môr-lewys a chrancod hefyd.  Byddant yn 
gwasgaru i fwydo yn y môr agored a dyfroedd yr arfordir’ bydd 
rhai ohonynt yn aros ar bwys y safleoedd bridio, ac eraill yn 
teithio pellteroedd mawr. O fis Awst tan fis Tachwedd bydd y 
benywod yn bwrw’u lloi ar draethau cerrig crynion/clogfeini tawel 
ac mewn môr-ogofâu ar arfordir ac ynysoedd Sir Benfro.  Bydd y 
lloi’n bwydo 4-5 gwaith y dydd ar laeth braster 60%, sy’n golygu 
eu bod yn ennill pwysau - 2kg y dydd.  Bydd eu pwysau geni yn 
treblu mewn 3 wythnos.  Os ydynt yn para’n fyw ar ôl eu 
blwyddyn gyntaf, gall y gwrywod fyw, ar gyfartaledd, am 20 
mlynedd a’r benywod am 30 mlynedd neu fwy. 

Ecoleg 

© CCW Stephen Westcott 

Map Dosbarthiad Amlinellol (1985 - 2004) 

Ffynhonnell data:Atlas Cynefinoedd a 
rhywogaethau BAP a rhywogaethau o 
bwys cadwraethol yng Nghymru 2002 
Jon Moore 

Safleoedd bwrw lloi 
Credir bod niferoedd y 
morloi llwyd yn Sir Benfro 

yn sefydlog, er y gallai’r ffactorau canlynol arwain at newidiadau yn y 
dyfodol: 
• Mynd yn sownd mewn gêr pysgota, yn enwedig mewn rhwydi drysu neu 

glymau, wedi’u dodi ar wely’r môr, ac ysbwriel arall 
• Difwyno e.e. colledion olew a rhagor o ddifwynyddion ym meinweoedd y 

corff. 
• Cychod modur a phobl yn aflonyddu arnynt ar bwys safleoedd llusgo mas 

a bwrw lloi. 
• Y prae sydd ar gael – Mae arferion pysgota dwys wedi arwain at leihau’r 

stociau o bysgod. 
• Clefydau – mae morloi llwyd yn symudol dros ben ac maent yn cymysgu â 

morloi llwyd o ardaloedd eraill; felly gallai clefydau gael eu lledaenu yn 
gyflym rhwng niferoedd mawr ohonynt. 

Beth allai effeithio ar ei gallu i oroesi? 

Mae morloi llwyd i’w gweld o amgylch arfordir ac 
ynysoedd Sir Benfro trwy gydol y flwyddyn.  Yn 

ystod y tymor bwrw lloi a bridio (o fis Awst tan fis Tachwedd), bydd y 
morloi’n ymgasglu yn y safleoedd bridio; Ynys Dewi, arfordir gogledd Sir 
Benfro, Sgomer, Sgogwm, Gorynys Marloes ac Arfordir Castellmartin.  Yn 
ystod y gaeaf bydd y gwrywod a’r benywod yn dod i’r lan i fwrw’u henflew yn 
flynyddol, ac i orffwys.  Mae’r niferoedd mwyaf ohonynt, gyda’i gilydd, i’w 
gweld ar draethau diarffordd ar ynysoedd pell o’r lan lle gellir gweld 150-200 
o forloi llwyd ar un traeth. Y niferoedd bridio yng Ngorllewin Cymru yw’r 
mwyaf yn ne Prydain, sef oddeutu 4% o’r niferoedd ledled y byd. 

Ble yn Sir Benfro? 

Draft  

• Peidiwch ag aflonyddu ar 
forloi llwyd llawn dwf na’u lloi 

a welwch ar y traeth - gallai gwneud hynny fod yn erbyn y gyfraith.  Os 
gwelwch rywun yn aflonyddu, yn fyrbwyll, ar forloi ceisiwch gael tystiolaeth 
a hysbysu’r heddlu yn ei gylch. 

• Rhowch wybod i’r RSPCA ar unwaith ar 08705 555999.  Rhowch wybod i 
Adran Monitro Amgylchedd y Môr ar 01348 875000 

• Cefnogwch God Morol Gwirfoddol Sir Benfro er mwyn peidio ag aflonyddu 
ar fywyd gwyllt ar y dŵr neu dewiswch gwmni cychod, sydd ag achrediad 
WISE, ar gyfer teithiau cychod.  Cefnogwch Dystysgrif Siarter Awyr 
Agored Sir Benfro. 

• Gofynnwch i Gyngor Cefn Gwlad Cymru am gopi o lyfryn “Morloi Cymru” 
neu daflen Gwylio Morloi Gwarchodfa Natur y Môr Ynys Sgomer i gael 
rhagor o wybodaeth am forloi llwyd. 

• Am ragor o wybodaeth am adnabod rhywogaethau, ble i anfon cofnodion 
neu sut i ymwneud â phrosiectau penodol gweler rhan 2 o'r cynllun neu 
cysylltwch â'r Swyddog Bioamrywiaeth. 

Beth fedrwch chi ei wneud i helpu? 

 
 

Mae cyfraith y DU ac Ewrop yn gwarchod morloi 
llwyd ac mae aflonyddu arnynt, mewn modd 
byrbwyll neu fwriadol, yn drosedd.  Morloi llwyd yw 
un o nodweddion amlwg ACA Morol Sir Benfro 
(Ardal Cadwraeth Arbennig) a SoDdGA (Safleoedd 
o Ddiddordeb Gwyddonol Arbennig) rhynglanwol 
neilltuol yn Sir Benfro.  Fe gânt eu gwarchod gan is-
ddeddf aflonyddwch cyffredinol o fewn GMM Ynys 
Sgomer.  Mae aelodau’r Grŵp Siarter Awyr Agored 
wedi mabwysiadu codau ymddygiad er mwyn 
sicrhau na aflonyddir ar fywyd gwyllt pan mae eu 
gweithgareddau hamddena ar fynd.  Cafodd Cod 
Morol gwirfoddol ei ragbrofi yn sir Benfro, gyda’r nod 
o leihau’r aflonyddwch a achosir i forloi llwyd ar y 
môr, gyda chwmnïau cychod, y mae llawer ohonynt 
wedi’u hachredu gyda WISE (cynllun hyfforddi ac 
achredu eco-dwristiaeth). 
 

Beth sy'n cael ei wneud? 



 
 ACTION PARTNERS DATE DETAILS Link to 

2010 Completion of Environment Agency review of all existing 
discharge consents. EA –W  

Continued improvement to waste water treatment and 
outfalls by the Environment Agency and Dwr Cymru.  EA-W  

Promotion of measures, that address reduced water 
quality as a result of agricultural run-off into water 
courses, through the Tir Gofal and other schemes. 

PBP FAG 

Implementation of the PMSAC Management Scheme. PMSAC RAG 

5a Reduce both land and marine sources of pollution. 
 

EAW, DCWW 
Keep Wales 
Tidy, CCW,  On going 

Local implementation of the Water Framework Directive.   EA-W 

5b Reduce both land and marine sources of litter. Keep Wales 
Tidy, On going 

Continued work of Keep Wales Tidy (Coast Care Groups, 
Tidy Tackle campaign and promotion of waste 
management systems for ports and marinas). 

PBP AWG 

SWSFC, CCW, 
DEFRA, 
SWWCF 

2010 Consider the scope for implementing preventative 
measures. PBP FisheriesAG 6 Reduce incidental fisheries by-catch in local 

waters. 

PMSAC RAG On going Implementation of the PMSAC Management Scheme. PMSAC RAG 
PCNPA, CCW, 
EAW, MCA, 
WAG, (i.e. 
WWEG) 

On going 
Preparation and regular review of WWEG marine 
pollution contingency plans, including maintenance of 
resources and sensitivity database. 

WWEG 
7 

Ensure that marine pollution contingency plans 
take full account of grey seal conservation 
requirements. 
 

PMSAC RAG On going Implementation of the PMSAC Management Scheme. PMSAC RAG 
Continue the Skomer MNR grey seal monitoring 
programme. 
Implement surveillance for the Pembrokeshire Marine 
SAC  8 Ensure that monitoring of the grey seal population 

in Pembrokeshire is undertaken. 
CCW,  
PMSAC RAG 

Ongoing 
 
2004 – 

2006 Implement monitoring for the intertidal SSSIs sites 
outside the SAC. 

PBP BDAG 

9 Maintain surveillance of interaction between 
fisheries and grey seal. 

MEM 
SWSFC, 
SWWFC 
CCW including  
Skomer MNR 

On going Keep records of any incidents (including anecdotal 
reports) of interaction between fisheries and grey seal. 

PBP BDAG  
PBP BAG, Fishing 
AG 

10 
Promote research into the causes of death of grey 
seals to determine the context and need for future 
conservation action.   

CCW, Marine 
Environmental 
Monitoring 
(MEM) 

On going 

Continue to support and publicise the operation of the 
strandings research project (01348 875000) through 
dissemination of leaflets, posters, radio interviews, annual 
workshop with local authority coastal employees etc. 

PBP BDAG  
PBP AWG 

11 
Ensure that regularly used  pupping and haul-out 
sites are designated as SSSI, and that seals are a 
listed feature for those sites. 

CCW On going 
Examine existing SSSIs and pupping / haul-out sites to 
identify gaps. 
 

CCW (or vol / 
contract out) 

This plan contains all known information on Oct 2004, future schemes will be updated on the website plans.  The whole plan will be reviewed in 2010. 
INTERACTION WITH OTHER HAPs AND SAPs 
Management for many species and habitats is compatible with that for the grey seal, eg tidal rapids, inlets and enclosed bays, Boulders/rock, open sea: water column, commercial fish species. 

A glossary for the abbreviations used in this plan can be found in the full Local Biodiversity Action Plan available from the website or the biodiversity officer. 
Website: www.biodiversitypembrokeshire.org.uk  Tel: 0790 154 1728  




