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plants into the UK's wetland environment to
protect our native wildlife. This campaign is about
encouraging people not to stock, buy or spread
them. Invasive plants can be present as
fragments in other aquatic plants bought from
garden centres and aquarium specialists. Only a
tiny piece is required to allow the plant to take
over a whole waterway system. We need to tackle
this problem at source, because once in the river
systems, these species are near impossible to
eradicate."

The campaign postcard gives more detailed
advice and provides identification pictures of the
most problem pond pests. It can be downloaded
free, together with an information sheet and
campaign poster direct from The Wildlife Trusts'
website at www.wildlifetrusts.org                                    or contact the
Wildlife Trust of South and West Wales in Tondu
for paper copies 01656 724100.
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A new campaign was launched this spring that
aims to prevent the spread of aquatic invasive plants
into our towns and countryside.

All Choked Up! Prevent Pond Pests is a
campaign by the Water for Wildlife project and
involves the introduction of an awareness raising
postcard aimed at informing both the public and
aquatic suppliers of the dangers these aquatic
invasive plants pose and encouraging people not to
stock, buy or spread them.

As well as the Water for Wildlife partners, (The
Wildlife Trusts, the Environment Agency and the
water industry through Water UK) the campaign is
supported by British Waterways, the Centre for
Ecology & Hydrology, English Nature and PlantLife.

Aquatic
invasive plant
species, often sold
in local nurseries,
pet centres and
aquarium centres
are usually
purchased by the
general public for
their own gardens

and ponds. Once in people's gardens, it is impossible
to prevent their spread into the wider environment, as
they are released unknowingly into the wild. Visiting
garden birds for instance, only have to pick up small
fragments of these plants on their feet to transmit
them to other areas.

Once released into the wild, these species
cause havoc in our rivers, waterways, lakes and
ponds. They grow rapidly, blocking out and shading
the riverbed, taking over from native plants species,
killing life on waterway beds and clogging up water
treatment works.

They spread particularly quickly due to the
dynamic and inter-connective nature of rivers and
waterways. So once in the wild they can cover whole
areas of water in a matter of months and are
extremely hard to eradicate, requiring applications of
herbicide or expensive mechanical removal and
causing millions of pounds worth of damage.

Problem plant species include Australian swamp
stonecrop, water fern, floating pennywort, parrot’s
feather, curly waterweed and water primrose.

Chris Rostron, The Wildlife Trusts' Water for
Wildlife Manager says:

"We need to stop the spread of these invasive

All Choked Up!
A new Campaign to
prevent pond pests

© J. Newman
Centre for Ecology and Hydrology
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This is the code for
individual recreational
water users

BE CONSIDERATE
• Keep your distance

from marine wildlife
and do not touch,
feed or swim with it. You should also avoid
hauling out or mooring close to young
animals as this could distress nearby
parent animals and prevent them feeding
or approaching.

KEEP YOUR DISTANCE AND AN EVEN
SPEED
• Stay at least 100 metres away from marine

wildlife and nesting/breeding sites where
possible and remain no longer than 15
minutes. You should also avoid erratic
movements and changes in speed.

THINK ABOUT WHERE YOU ARE GOING
• Try to steer clear of cliffs, gullies and

enclosed bays as many wildlife species
use these areas to breed.

REACT TO WHAT IS AROUND YOU
• Allow marine wildlife to go where they

want. If they approach your watercraft you
should remain on steady course and
maintain a safe, navigable speed.

PROTECT WHAT YOU SEE
• Help to look after marine wildlife by

avoiding unnecessary noise. If you observe
deliberate disturbance or harassment of
wildlife, report it to the Police Marine Unit
on 01646 621162. If possible take
photographs or video the incident and write
a description of what you have seen.

By following the code you will help ensure
Pembrokeshire’s wildlife is protected. You
will also reduce the risk of committing an
offence.

Boat Operators have more specific zoning
maps and individual species guidelines,
tailored to their particular area.

The beauty of the Pembrokeshire coast is a big
draw for tourists and residents alike, many
enjoying a boat trip or water sport in the stunning
coastal environment. Now a new voluntary code of
conduct is in place to ensure all recreational water
users can minimise the disturbance to marine
wildlife in the area without ruining their leisure
time.

The Pembrokeshire Marine Code was launched on
Sunday, 29th May 2005 with well-known wildlife TV
presenter Iolo Williams. The code has been
designed and
developed by local
boat operators and
consists of a simple
set of guidelines for
individual water
users, while boat
operators and dive
clubs are provided
with zoning maps for
individual species
along with detailed
guidelines.

Everyone can help by following the code. For
example, if you want to go on a boat trip, you can
use an operator who has had specialist training
and knows how to keep wildlife disturbance to a
minimum. This means the long-term future of the
marine environment in Pembrokeshire is
protected. You can also help as an individual
water user, by keeping your distance and being
aware of your surroundings.

Fore more information on the Pembrokeshire
Marine Code, contact Vicky Swales:
tel. 01646 696171/3

The Pembrokeshire
Marine Code

www.pembrokeshiremarinecode.org.uk                                                               

Vicky Swales joined the Pembrokeshire
Coastal Forum Team on the 3rd May.  She  and
will co-ordinate the PMC and Outdoor Charter
Project to replace John Warneford.

New Activities Liaison Officer



Bethan Cox - Biodiversity Implementation Officer
0790 1541728      bethan.cox@pembrokeshire.gov.uk3

Newport and Parrog Coastcare Group is
supported by Keep Wales Tidy. Call them on
01646 681949 if you would like to start  a
group in your area. To adopt a beach, call the
Marine Conservation Society (01989
567807).

If you would like to join in next time call 01239
820703.

Newport and Parrog Coastcare Group has
carried out its quarterly survey and litter-pick
on Newport Beach. Six local volunteers
counted every bit of litter in the100m survey
area, plus every item larger than 50cm, over
the entire beach.

The 100m survey is for the Marine
Conservation Society’s Adopt-a-Beach
scheme. The data is  used in the campaign
against the sources of marine litter. 143 items
were found, two-thirds of them plastics.

The whole-beach survey (1000 m) is for the
international OSPAR Marine Litter-Monitoring
Programme. This revealed 45 larger items
(over 50cm), mostly fishing debris.

After the survey, the whole beach was cleared
of litter. Finally, after an enjoyable couple of
hours on the beach, volunteers enjoyed tea
and biscuits in the Newport Surf Life Saving
Club House.

The beach appeared cleaner than usual, but
this was due to the combination of spring tides
washing the litter away, and lack of onshore
winds recently.

Sheila Paine, who organised the event,
commented: “Newport Sands is looking
beautiful, but we must remember that there is
still a vast amount of litter going into the sea,
and we each have responsibility to improve
things.
“If we don’t want polystyrene and plastics in
the ocean, we can start by refusing
polystyrene trays in chip shops, and using
shopping bags instead of  accepting plastic
bags. It all looks revolting, and can be a
deadly hazard for marine life.”

Newport Beach Clean

2005 Spring pups born
The first 2005 Grey seal (Halichorerus grypus)
pup to be born in the Skomer MNR was in
March, we are not sure where it was born but
it was first seen on Martins Haven beach
already moulting on the 6th April!  Reports from
the Island warden are that there is also a
healthy pup and cow currently (2nd May) on
Castle Beach, Skomer.

These pup records are not rare as over the
years there have been records of pups in
almost every month of the year however they
are unusual as the seal pupping season in
normally from mid August through to
November.

Common Seal
Skomer Warden,
Juan Brown
reported a
sighting of a
Common seal
(Phoca vitulina)
amongst the Grey
Seal haul out at
North Haven in
April, this is a very
rare sighting on Skomer. Common seals are
rarely seen in Pembrokeshire but are
sometimes spotted near the offshore islands in
August 2004 there was a sighting reported by
naturalist Mick Brown on Grassholm.
Common seals do not have any breeding sites
in Wales but do occasionally adventure from
their home further north, off the Scottish
Coast. The Common seal can clearly be
distinguished from the Grey seal by its much
smaller size and its lack of the large roman
nose that is a feature of the Grey seal.

Kate Lock.

Skomer MNR Update

Juan Brown
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Diving
weekends are
being organised
throughout the
area from

Aberystwyth to Bridgend. Anyone that has
completed an Observer course can join one of
these organised events alternatively you can
organise your own activities let us know if you
would like some help or support.  See the events
calendar on page 7.

TRAINING (details can be found in the events
calendar on page 7)

Level 1 Observer courses: 2 courses have
already been run this year with 24 divers
participating.

Level 2 Surveyors course:
The first Surveyors course in West Wales was
run on the 17/18th April in Mathry by Kate Lock
and Jen Jones.  13 participants completed the
course despite pretty awful weather. The course
went very well and it was really good for the
divers to build on their knowledge of habitat and
species recording.  This will help improve the
quality of the surveys that are being completed.

Seasearch would like to run further Surveyors
courses but divers must first complete their
Observer course and 5 Seasearch observer
dives.  If anyone is interested please contact
Kate and a date can be organised for later in the
year.

Specialist courses:
The Seasearch project is now offering specialist
courses to support the current training
programme.  The first one being organised in
Pembrokeshire is a ‘SEAWEED’ identification
course run by Jen Jones and Marine Biologist
Francis Bunker at West Wales Diving School.
The course was obviously in demand as it was
FULL within two weeks of Jen advertising!!!!

If anyone is interested in participating in a
Seaweed course or would like to do a course in
another subject let Kate know and if there is
enough demand she can try and organise a
course.

West Wales co-ordinator: Kate Lock,
kate@starfish-enterprise.com                                               

South Wales co-ordinator: Vicky Howe,
viks@dory.fslife.co.uk                                   

Seasearch is a national project for volunteer
sports divers who have an interest in what they're
seeing under water, want to learn more and want
to help protect the marine environment. The main
aim is to map out the various types of sea bed
found in the near-shore zone around the whole of
the British Isles. In addition they are recording
what lives in each area, establishing the richest
sites for marine life, the sites where there are
problems and the sites which need protection.

PINK SEA FAN Eunicella
verrucosa:  Since 2002
Seasearch has recorded the
distribution and size of Pink
seafans in Britain.  Currently
the northern limit is just south
of Strumble Head,
Pembrokeshire.

Jen Jones, West Wales diving has led a series of
diving events between 2002 and 2004 from
Abercastle along the north Pembrokeshire coast
and this year diving is planned to find further
colonies in the area.  Rocky sites along the North
Pembrokeshire coast host a wealth of marine life,
including a huge variety of sponges.  Jen will be
collecting the data recorded by Seasearch and
add many of her own records for the area to
prepare a report by the end of this season.

A Seasearch expedition led by Jen Jones in 2004
at sites around Skokholm Island also record the
Pink seafan and a report is currently being
prepared by Kate Lock.  Seasearch diving will be
targeting Skokholm again this year.

FAN SHELL Atrina fragilis:  In 2003 Seasearch
divers in Camarthen Bay off the south
Pembrokeshire coast and Stack Rock near Milford
Haven searched for the elusive Fanshell.  These
sites were targeted due to historical records
(Camarthen Bay 1899 and Stack Rock 1960).  The
team found one half shell off Stack Rock but no
live animals were recorded.  This year a survey is
planned to intensively search the site off Stack
Rock with the aim to find the first live animal to be
recorded in Wales since 1960!  The team will also
record the Native Oyster Ostrea edulis and
Maerl beds if found.

Seasearch    targeting   BAP
species  and  habitats  in

Pembrokeshire

©  Chris Wood
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Business and Biodiversity
Fish Week

Haverfordwest Fish Pass was rebuilt last year to
enable migratory fish such as trout to swim up
stream to spawn.  On the 1st of July to celebrate
the completion of the fish pass, there will be an
opportunity to attend several talks and view
exhibitions in County Hall to learn more about
projects aimed at improving the biodiversity of rivers
in Pembrokeshire, with a particular focus on
enhancing fish stocks.

The talks will be led between 1 PM and 3 PM, if you
would like to attend please contact Ben Wilson from
the Environment Agency Wales Tel: 01792 325614
ben.wilson@environment-agency.wales.gov.uk                                                                          

The talks will cover:
• The status of the salmonid fishery on the

Western Cleddau.
• Catch & Release. Why and how you should

return any salmon and sea trout you catch.
• The Fishing Wales Project - what the

Environment Agency, and our partners, have
been doing to ensure the sustainable future
for fish stocks and information on the
marketing strategy.

• The conservation status of the river.
• Pembrokeshire Rivers Trust - improving the

rivers of Pembrokeshire.
• The Rivers and Streams Biodiversity Action

Plan - The launch of the plan, what it includes
and what it means.

• Fishing the river. A talk by the angling club.

Pembrokeshire Fish Week is far from being just for
the ‘foodies’ amongst us.  A previous customer
survey on the festival showed that there was a
great interest in activities with an environmental
focus, and it is proving a great vehicle in which to
raise awareness of biodiversity issues affecting our
marine and river habitats.  Here are a few
examples:

For last year’s Fish Week, a leaflet was produced
by Bethan Cox entitled "there are always more fish
in the sea… so why not diversify your menu,"
highlighting which fish species to avoid putting on
menus and thereby assist in protecting our most
vulnerable commercial fish stocks. The leaflet was
distributed to well over 150 participating catering
establishments participating in Fish Week. It is
almost more important to educate the hospitality
trade than the public.  The leaflet was also
distributed alongside recipes at various cookery
demonstrations to stimulate more discerning fish
purchasing from consumers in general.

To expand on this further, Bethan is also producing
a leaflet on flat fish, this year’s Pembrokeshire Fish
Week theme fish, which will be distributed in the
same way.

Other planned activities
include several ‘Have a
go at fishing’ days,
supported by the
Environment   . Agency
Wales, the Rivers Trust
and United . Utilities, at
various locations,  .
including Llys y Fran,
Holgan .   Farm and
White Mill.  Apart from
covering the different
disciplines of angling,
these days will include
teaching participants about the ecology of the rivers
and ponds, as well as water safety and
conservation.

With the support of PCNPA and The Wildlife Trust
of South and West Wales, there are seashore
rambles and safaris at Manorbier and Black Tar
aimed at families, as well as crab catching at
Porthgain.  Two talks on Pembrokeshire marine life
have also been organised by the Silent World
Aquarium, Tenby.

A further afternoon of talks, entitled River and
Fisheries Conservation is also being organised by
the Environment Agency Wales, further details
enclosed.

The opening day at Milford Haven Marina on
Saturday 25 June 2005 hosts many partner
organisations with exhibitions, handouts and
activities, all with an environmental educational
theme. Whilst cookery demonstrations and a ‘taste
a different species’ stand give opportunities for
consumers to try less popular fish and encourage
them to purchase more sustainable species in the
future.

For full details of Pembrokeshire Fish Week 2005
visit www.pembrokeshire.gov.uk/foodanddrink                                                                    or
telephone 01437 776168/6169 for a brochure.

Kate Morgan Pembrokeshire County Council

Fish Conservation Talks and
Launch of Rivers and Streams

Action Plan
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11 - 19
June 05

Discover more about  wildlife in Pembrokeshire by
getting out on one of the events organised for the
third Biodiversity week in Wales.  The celebration of
local wildlife is gaining momentum with BBC Wales
Today covering several events and other Welsh
Celebrity involvement this year.

This year we have mid week trips to explore the
wildlife on some of Pembrokeshire’s islands –
Skomer, Ramsey and Caldey with walks led by
experienced wildlife guides.

Discover marine life on the shore with the Darwin
Science Festival team at Broad Haven North.  Or if
diving into the water is more your thing you can take
part in Seasearch’s territorial fish survey.   Join us
relaxing watching porpoises from the cliffs from
Strumble Head, parking is limited here so you enjoy
a whole day out by walking, cycling or riding on the
Strumble shuttle to make it a truly environmentally
friendly day.  Other fun activities for the all family
include a wildlife sand sculpture competition, with
great prizes including surfing tuition at Newgale.

To get really close to wildlife you
can join in with moth trapping in
Minear Woods where you’ll be
able to appreciate their beauty at
close range. Or find out how to
encourage moths in your own
backyard nature reserve at a
wildlife gardening talk in Picton
Castle.

To find out details of all these events see the events
list and visit Wales Biodiversity Partnership Website
www.biodiversitywales.org.uk                                               
Information will also be available from the Farner’s
Market in Haverfordwest on the 10th June and at all
the libraries and tourist information centres in
Pembrokeshire.

Schools are also invited to take part in the Week with
activities linked to biodiversity organised by teachers
for lessons, or by getting involved in a local event
already organised such as a walk or a beach clean.
Children can also get involved with the Wales
Wildlife Drawing Competition by choosing a
biodiversity species such as a Marsh
Fritillary butterfly or otter or a habitat such as
woodland to draw.  For more information about the
competition visit    www.biodiversitywales.org.uk                                               

School Involvement

The Festival team is asking everyone to take part in
The BIG Experiment© – that is lots of people
investigating this one question over one week in
July.  Everyone taking part can present their findings
at Pembrokeshire College on Friday 8th July and
discuss them with, Nick Baker of the Really Wild
Show, Dr Andrew Parker University of Oxford and
Darwin Centre scientists.  The results will all be
published in a special booklet after the event.  There
is a Project Pack available.  For this and full details
of the programme contact the Festival Office Tel:
01437 764222 or email darwin@darwincentre.com.                                           

Searching for firebirds, the rainbow colours of
Pembrokeshire’s flora and fauna, showing that the
army didn’t invent camouflage, looking at colours
through the microscope, a Treasure Hunt and The
BIG Experiment© are all part of Pembrokeshire
Darwin Science Festivals week of events 2nd-8th

July exploring the question ‘What is Nature’s
Favourite Colour?’

What’s Nature’s Favourite Colour?  ‘The Big Experiment’ ©
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Biodiversity Events June - September 2005
Why not come to a local event to find out more about the biodiversity around you, or celebrate a
national or international day as the theme for a meeting or event that you go to?

Date Title Type of Event Contact / Details
4/5th June Seasearch Observer and Marine

Identification. Marloes, Pembs
Seasearch Shore Dives Kate Lock kate@starfish-                        

enterprise.com                        

4th June Small Blue Butterfly Survey Butterfly Survey, meet at
White Sands car park 2pm

Maggie Humble
01437 720478

5th June Family Woodland Trail at Orielton
Field Studies Centre

Afternoon Nature Walk Darwin Centre
01437 764222

7 June, 21
June

Bats at Orielton Field Studies Centre Evening bat walk www.darwincentre.com                                      

12 June
2pm - 5pm

Sand Sculpture - Newgale Make a sculpture of a marine
animal, open to all

Bethan Cox 07901541728

13 June
11:30 am

Island Walk - Caldey Caldey Island Walk Bethan Cox  07901541728

15 June
please book

An Island Paradise Skomer Island Walk PCNPA  01239 820912

15 June
please book

Wildlife Gardening - Picton Castle Evening walk round gardens PLANED
01834 860965

16 June
please book

RSPB Island Walk - Ramsey Ramsey Island Walk Thousand Islands
01437 721721

16 June
8:30 pm

Moth Trapping Minear Woods Picnic site
evening moth trapping.

Bethan Cox
0790 1541728

18 June
please book

Life on the Shore Explore rockpools at Broad
Haven North

Darwin Centre
01437 764222

19 June
11am - 4 pm

Porpoise Watch Pop along anytime to watch
porpoises at Strumble Head

Bethan Cox
0790 1541728

18-19 June
please book

Territorial fish Survey- Skomer MNR Seasearch Dive Kate Lock 01646 636736

25 June Launch of Fish Week Open Day at Milford Docks www.pembrokeshire.gov.uk
/foodanddrink

1 July 1pm Opening of the fish pass launch of
Rivers and Streams Action Plan

Talks open to the public in
County Hall

or 01437 776168 /
01437 776169

All
Week 2 July- 8 July What’s Nature’s Favourite Colour

Launch Pembs College 7pm 2 July
The Big Experiment, talks
workshops, field events etc.

Darwin Centre 01437764222
www.darwincentre.com                                      

9 July Pondwatch at Hilton Court Afternoon Pond Dipping Darwin Centre

16 July The Riches of Brynberian Afternoon Nature Walk Darwin Centre

15/16/17 July Pembrokeshire Offhore Islands –
Liveaboard

Seasearch Dive Vicky Howe
viks@dory.fslife.co.uk                                   

23-24 July Working Horses in a woodland Course at Clynfyw
Countryside Centre

www.clynfyw.co.uk                               
01239 841236

30 July A Walk around Dowrog Afternoon Nature Walk Darwin Centre

30/31 July
13/14 August

Seasearch Dive.  Skokholm Island or
entrances of Milford Haven.

Seasearch Dives Kate Lock kate@starfish-                        
enterprise.com                        

7th August Rocky Shores at Dale Exploration rockpools (pm) Darwin Centre

28th August A look at Sand Dunes Nature walk Poppit beach Darwin Centre

Fish w
eek
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ales B

iodiversity W
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For more information on biodiversity
events visit www.biodiversitywales.org.uk                                                

Volunteers needed for Marsh Fritillary Surveys Summer
2005.  Training provided.  For more information contact
Gayle Wootton on 01646 624000






